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UNITED IN CHRIST, our mission is to GO out into the community, SOW
seeds of hopefulness, and GROW as loving disciples.

A CRACK IN HISTORY

Those of us who were raised
in the Lutheran church tend
to take a lot for granted. We
were taught, by attitude and
example, that going to
church was a way of life. We
had a “Field of Dreams’
mindset that proclaimed
“build it and they will come”.
Many of us bought into the
odd equation that “pastor +
building = church’. In the
50’s and 60’s congregations
grew, confirmation classes
swelled, and  women’s
groups multiplied. The pews
were filled on Sunday
morning.

Since then the landscape
has changed dramatically.
From 1970-2000
congregational  experience
tells a different story. The
Lutheran church lost over 2
million members during that
period and continues to

decline.  Our society has
completely  changed its
notion of organized /

institutional religion.  The
church has become a
“choice” for many and an
“‘inconvenience” for others.
We can no longer bury our
heads in the sand and
pretend that people will come
to us in their search for their
spiritual needs. Competing
spiritualities abound.

Bill Easum, author and
consultant, wrote a book

entited  “Dancing ~ With
Dinosaurs” in which he states
that we are living at a “crack
in history”. We are not what
we were, nor are we what we
need to become to meet the
spiritual needs of
contemporary culture. He
writes:

“This crack began opening
in 1960 and will close
sometime around the year
2014. Trusted values held
for centuries are falling into
this crack, never to be seen
again. ldeas  and
methodologies that once
worked no longer achieve the
desired results. This crack in
history is so enormous that it
is causing a metamorphosis
in every area of life. [We are
living in a time of
transformation], between one
age and another, between a
scheme of things that have
disintegrated and another
that is taking shape. [This is
what] | call ... “a crack in
history.”

Easum goes on the outline
the shifts that are occurring
and key questions that need
to be addressed in order to
move from “one side of the
crack to the other”. And we
all know what happens when
we try to straddle a crack that
just keeps getting bigger and
bigger!

e This is why | have invited
you to come to the table
and engage in ‘holy
listening” to God’s grand
design for his church.

e This is why | have
continually pressed for
the need to engage in
the deeper disciplines of
faith - Bible study,
prayer, and faith sharing
— in addition to the
fellowship we enjoy.

o This is why | believe it is
so important for us to get
outside of ourselves and
into the mission field as
we  connect  more
intentionally with those
around us.

e This is why | am so
passionate about our
personal witness and
willingness  to  invite
others into the presence
of Jesus.

On | daily basis, | encounter
those who have come to the
end of their life journey. It
drives home the reality that life
is filled with many “deaths and
resurrections”. Clinging to
death brings unnecessary and
unimaginable suffering.
Embracing a new life beyond
our comprehension is the path
to a hopeful future. May we find
passion, purpose, and peace as
we move from death to life -
together. Pastorn Barb
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CELEBRATING ONE ANOTHER

Prayer is not
asking. It is ¢
longing of the
soul. It is daily
admission of
one's weaknes
It is better in
prayer to have .
heart without
words than words
without a heart.0

Gandhi

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Michael P. Stanton 8

BIRTHDAY SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

George DeVeny 3

ANNIVERSARIES

255

AUGUST 15 Marilyn Arnold 10 Richard & Carole Baker
Lisa A. Miller 11 9-2-1961
Bill Niedermeyer 17 Max Arnold 19 _
Bonnie Gross 19 Wayne & Pat Coil
Richard A. Baker 24 BISRE-I-PHTDE’?\\/IYBSELéngﬁY 9-3-1955
Ié?jwér%hg\rlggs gg David & Holly Goglin
Marybeth Carroll 23 9-8-2001
Samantha Goglin 23
0 ' Melanie Scramling 27
lce' Malorie Scramling 27
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Carol Legan

29
Michael Stanton 30
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FIRST ANNUAL LAKE COUNTY
CHURCH NETWORK

CHINESE AUCTION
August 28, 2010
4:007 7:30 pm

Tickets are $10 and are available
from Pat Deveny.
(You must be present to win.)

Family Fun, Entertainment, Prizes!

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES

Taylor Marie Ramsey 8-1
Lori Ann Stanton 8-2
Pastor Barb Holzhauser 8-6
Kayla Jean Stewart 8-22
Emily Lynn Orazen 8-24
Sandra Blanchard 9-?
Carole A. Baker 9-14
Ayden Paul Stewart 9-7
Sharon Rubin 9-8
Michael P. Stanton 9-24
Ruth Schwartz 9-28

Resourcing Our Mission ¢ Financial Snapshot

d Gordon MacDonald

JUNE 2010 JULY 2010
Monthly Income Monthly Income
Pray and
let God Envelope and Loose: $5067.80 Envelope and Loose: $4778.00
Total Income: $5461.26 Total Income: $5227.00
WOrry.
) Total Expenses: $7402.21 Total Expenses: $5218.33
Martin Luther Total Unpaid Bills: ~ NA Total Unpaid Bills: ~ $59.00
AOne of the greatest missing teachings
the reminder to men and women that noth



http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/prayer_is_not_asking-it_is_a_longing_of_the_soul/148514.html

JUNE COUNCIL
HIGHLIGHTS

(No Council meeting in July)

Blake Patrick Davidson
Z son of Melissa Carroll
and Richard Davidson,
grandson of Keith and
Marybeth Carroll, and
great-grandson of
Wayne and Pat Coil 7
was baptized on
Sunday, June 13th,

A new sanctuary piano
was purchased thanks
to the generosity of
several Reformation
members. Thank you!
Repair of roof leads
were approved (June)
and completed (July).
The sign at the front of

the  property was
repainted thanks to
Stephanie Saviano.

Bless you, Stephanie!

Eighteen Reformation
volunteers served at the
Convoy of Hope on June
26t at the Lake County
Fairgrounds. Over 3100
people were helped by
nearly 1200 volunteers.
Stay tuned for more
Convoy of Hope updates
in the future. Kudos to

Pat Deveny for her
leadership!
Learning hour atten-

dance has been up over
the summer months z
an average of 12-18
people attend the book
discussion of The Cost of
Discipleship

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE BEATITUDES
Q

For the months of September and October (8 weeks), we will be
exploring the BEATITUDES during Learning Hour which begins at
9:00 a.m. Throughout the summer we had the privilege and
chall enge of readi ng DCaostt of Disclp lesBipdr
which utilizes the beatitudes as a guide for faithful discipleship.

This essential teaching of Jesus is contained in the Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew 5 -7. We invite you to join us!

Eugene Peterson, in his translation known as THE MESSAGE, fram  es
the Beatitudes porti on of Jesus®d Seérthimway: on

AWhen Jesus saw his ministry draw
who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at ¢
place, he sat down andught his climbing companions. This is what he said:

You're blessed when you're at the end of your rope. With less of you there is
God and his rule.

You're blessed when you feel you've lost what is most dear to you. Only t
you be embraced by the One most dear to you.

You're blessed when you're content with just who yodl apemore, no less. The
the moment you find yourselves proud owneessefything that can't be bought.

You're blessed when you've worked up a good appetite for God. He's food a
in the best meal you'll ever eat.

You're blessed when you care. At the moment of being-fldgreyou finc
yourselves cared for.

Yodre blessed when you get your inside wéneur mind and head put right
Then you can see God in the outside world.

You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of col
fight. That's when you discover who you really are, ang ptace in God's family

You're blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecutio
persecution drives you even deeper into God's kingdom.

Not only thad count yourselves blessed every time people put you down ol
you out or speak liesbaut you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth
close for comfort and they arencomfortable. You can be glad when

happend give a cheer, evedlfor though they don't like it, | do! And all hea
applauds. And know that you are in gooaimpany. My prophets and witnes
have alwaysgot en i nto this kind of troub

AiBlessed are the peacemakers: for the
G o d The followers of Jesus have been called to peace. When he called them
they found their peace, for he is their peace ... Now that they are partners in
Christds work of reconcil i atadsbensthetSdney
of God. (Bonhoeffer)




